
1 

 

Membership meeting minutes, VVA Chapter 1106 

2/7/2015 

South Metro Fire District Boardroom 

9195 E Mineral Ave 

Centennial, CO 80112 

 

Meeting called to order by President Lee White at 9:05AM 

Board Members present: Lee White, Gary Fortner, Hazel Simeon, Joe Plant, Pat Surenna, Jack Hunter, 

Milt Omoto.  

Members present:  John Williams, Diane Graham, George Nolly, Marv Lich, Joe Lonigro, Jerry Liechti, 

Linus Leppink, Al Super, Lee White, Paul Seppo, Patti Ehline, Jim Koucherik, Jim Hemphill.  

AVVA member: Suzanne Sigona.  

Guests Manuel Pedraza, David Ramey from Colorado, Mrs John Graham. 

 

Minutes from last meeting approved. Motioned made by _________________, 2nded by Joe Plant. 

 

Invocation/prayer given by Hazel Simeon. 

 

Moment of Silence “ For those men and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice” 

 

Lee went to the last Chapter 1071 meeting, Jan 17th. They talked about how we could work together 

with them. They do want to work together in April or May on an Agent Orange Town Hall meeting.  

Colorado Council and Chapter 1075 also going to be a part of that.  

 

Chapter 1071 has been a big help on establishing our chapter. They are also offering tables and chairs 

when we have events where those things are needed. 

 

Jan 26, 2015 we got our IRS EIN #. We are registered with the State of Colorado. 

 

Membership cards should have been received by everyone. They were sent by National a few weeks 

ago. 

 

We have a new cell phone, Gary Fortner will carry it. The phone # is 303-859-8867. 

 

We now have a PO Box.  It is VVA 1106, PO Box 441291, Aurora, CO 80044. 

 

Lee made up an event calendar for us for the next few months. 

 

State council needs 3 delegates to represernt Chapter 1106.  Lee White, Joe Plant, and Patricia Ehline. 

 

John Sturgeon wants to start a chapter in Fort Collins.  Lee has been helping him with that.  

 

Gary Fortner’s VP report: Over the past month he spoke with John Korowski, a builder in Littleton, CO 

who is heavily involved in old car shows. He is having one on August 15 in Aurora, and veterans will be 

able to ride from the car show to the Freedom Memorial.  He has given Gary contact names at other car 

shows that we may be able to attend as a chapter outreach.  

Next month’s meeting will have a special speaker, Debi, from Olinger funeral homes. As vets we need to 

know the reality of what we (and our families) are entitled to when we die.  

Gary has been working the Colorado roster to get “member at large” VVA members to attend our 

meetings.  One person contacted was in attendance at this meeting. 
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Joe Plant’s Treasurer report: We have our checking acct open. We received a check for $410.07 for 

household goods. We have received a check from national for our share of membership dues.   

 

Hazel Simeon Secretary report: The website is ready to go and, now that we have a checking account a 

paypal account can be created. By the end of this week the website will be published and live on the 

internet.  She requested that any items of interest be forwarded to her so that she can put the link on 

the website. 

A lot of stuff is in the planning stages and we will be looking to get the membership to help by working 

the outreaches. We do not want the message of Vietnam to be lost, and if we don’t keep the message 

alive the sacrifices made will be forgotten or ignored.  Suzanne will be willing to coach anyone who does 

not know what to say or tell about when they are dealing with the public at our outreaches.  

 

Director reports: 

 Jack Hunter: Did not have a report. 

Pat Surenna: Membership marketing, build awareness of VVA and chapters specifically. He will  

be trying to create that awareness. There are 146,000 Vietnam Era vets in Colorado, most of 

which are in our area. He is going to be doing things to make people aware of who we are and 

what we do. A news release is going out as soon as the website is up. The more we can find 

situations that we can put a plug in for VVA the more awareness we can build.  Important 

historical events are great times to put things out to the public.   

He is going to be using the multi-channel approach to marketing to raise awareness of VVA and 

the state chapters. 

Milt Omoto: Fundraising, there are several significant dates coming up that we can take 

advantage of. Possibly having a table in front of Wal-Mart, King Sooper’s etc. selling poppies, but 

meeting people and telling people about who we are and why we exit.  The board will start 

planning events that we will be recruiting membership to assist at.   Milt was asked what we will 

do with the monies raised at the poppy sales.  We will be asked those questions doing 

outreaches.  We need to have specific examples of what we want to do with the funds, and as 

we distribute funds then we will be able to tell them, some examples are scholarships, 

assistance to disabled vets, helping pay bills like electric or gas, etc.  

 There are opportunities to partner with other organizations who are working in the community. 

Grants are hard to get without having a track record of existence but he will be doing a letter  

writing campaign to large corporations in the area. 

 

Round table discussion:  

 Patricia Ehline has the dates for the Colorado Women Veterans  

 

Lee told of the Lakewood Elks lodge having a veterans birthday party on Sunday, February 15, 

2015. It is free for all veterans. 

 

Denver Brass is having a concert at the Colorado Freedom Memorial on May 23, 2015. Tickets 

are $22.00 each. 

 

Chapter 1106 Board of directors were sworn in by Manuel Pedraza, President of Colorado State Council. 

 

Colorado State Council presented Lee White and Joe Plant with a check for $750.00 for startup funds. 

State council also donated $______      to purchase a computer for the chapter.  

 

Lee White adjourned the meeting at 10:10AM. 
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